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a ship called the Flying Dragon. Matthews
at once began to transfer the guns and such
commodities as were least damaged to his
own ships. A flag of truce had been first sent
ashore to communicate with England and the
other pirates, but it was found that they had
fled inland. A week later, a white man, accom-
panied by a well-armed guard of natives, made
his appearance. He told them that he was a
Jamaica man named John Plantain, that he had
been a pirate, but was tired of the trade, and had
settled down on the spot. This John Plantain
was a man of some note in the piratical
world. Every and England had sailed with
him, and treated him with much consideration
and some fear. He had made himself master
of a considerable tract of country, so that the
pirates had given him the name of the King
of Ranter Bay.*" He gave an invitation to
Matthews to visit his castle, where he entertained
some of the officers of the squadron, Matthews7
first idea was to seize him, but finding that John
Plantain had a good number of armed natives
with him, besides a Scotchman and a Dane, and

* Perhaps Autongil Bay